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California Service Corps
Community service is a core value of the people of California, but recent trends show a decline
in the number of people volunteering their time. Currently, responsibility and support for
community service and volunteerism is spread throughout the bureaucracy and there is no one
clear point of contact for Californians eager to volunteer, businesses that want to get involved
with service initiatives or for philanthropists who wish to contribute to state sponsored
activities. Currently there are four key service and volunteer programs, these include:

• The Governor’s Office of Service and Volunteerism;
• The California Conservation Corps in the Resources Agency;
• The Mentoring Program in the Health and Human Services Agency; and
• The Arts Council.

These independent service and volunteer programs should be consolidated into an integrated
California Service Corps. The Service Corps should coordinate current activities and provide
much needed vision and strategy for community service and volunteer programs throughout
the state. This consolidation should eliminate duplication of effort and allow best practices to
be utilized across programs.

This proposed organizational framework is discussed in greater detail in Volume 4 of the
report of the California Performance Review and is depicted in Exhibit 15.
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